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other acts required at or within a spe-
cific time by any rule, regulation, li-
cense, permit, certificate, or order by 
the Commission. 

(2) Take appropriate action on re-
quests or petitions for waivers of: 

(i) Filing requirements for the appro-
priate statements and reports proc-
essed by the Office of Energy Market 
Regulation under Parts 46, 141, 260 and 
357 of this chapter, §§ 284.13 and 284.126 
of this chapter, and other relevant 
Commission orders; and 

(ii) Fees prescribed in §§ 381.403 and 
381.505 of this chapter in accordance 
with § 381.106(b) of this chapter. 

(3) Undertake the following actions: 
(i) Issue reports for public informa-

tion purposes. Any report issued with-
out Commission approval must: 

(A) Be of a noncontroversial nature, 
and 

(B) Contain the statement, ‘‘This re-
port does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Commission,’’ in bold face 
type on the cover; 

(ii) Issue and sign requests for addi-
tional information regarding applica-
tions, filings, reports and data proc-
essed by the Office of Energy Market 
Regulation; and 

(iii) Accept for filing, data and re-
ports required by Commission regula-
tions, rules or orders, or presiding offi-
cers’ initial decisions upon which the 
Commission has taken no further ac-
tion, if such filings are in compliance 
with such regulations, rules, orders or 
decisions and, when appropriate, notify 
the filing party of such acceptance. 

[Order 699, 72 FR 45326, Aug. 14, 2007, as 
amended by Order 701, 72 FR 61054, Oct. 29, 
2007] 

§ 375.308 Delegations to the Director of 
the Office of Energy Projects. 

The Commission authorizes the Di-
rector or the Director’s designee to: 

(a) Take appropriate action on 
uncontested applications and on appli-
cations for which the only motion or 
notice of intervention in opposition is 
filed by a competing preliminary per-
mit or exemption applicant that does 
not propose and substantiate materi-
ally different plans to develop, con-
serve, and utilize the water resources 
of the region for the following: 

(1) Licenses (including original, new, 
and transmission line licenses) under 
part I of the Federal Power Act; 

(2) Exemptions from all or part of the 
licensing requirements of part I of the 
Federal Power Act; and 

(3) Preliminary permits for proposed 
projects. 

(b) Take appropriate action on 
uncontested applications for: 

(1) Amendments (including changes 
in the use or disposal of water power 
project lands or waters or in the bound-
aries of water power projects) to li-
censes (including original, new, and 
transmission line licenses) under part I 
of the Federal Power Act, exemptions 
from all or part of the requirements of 
part I of the Federal Power Act, and 
preliminary permits; and 

(2) Surrenders of licenses (including 
original and new), exemptions, and pre-
liminary permits. 

(c) Take appropriate action on the 
following: 

(1) Determinations or vacations with 
respect to lands of the United States 
reserved from entry, location, or other 
disposal under section 24 of the Federal 
Power Act; 

(2) Transfer of a license under section 
8 of the Federal Power Act; 

(3) Applications for the surrender of 
transmission line licenses pursuant to 
part 6 of this chapter; 

(4) Motions filed by licensees, permit-
tees, exemptees, applicants, and others 
requesting an extension of time to file 
required submittals, reports, data, and 
information and to do other acts re-
quired to be done at or within a spe-
cific time period by any rule, regula-
tion, license, exemption, permit, no-
tice, letter, or order of the Commission 
in accordance with § 385.2008 of this 
chapter; 

(5) Declarations of intent and peti-
tions for declaratory orders concerning 
the Commission’s jurisdiction over a 
hydropower project under the Federal 
Power Act; 

(6) New or revised exhibits, studies, 
plans, reports, maps, drawings, or spec-
ifications, or other such filings made 
voluntarily or in response to a term or 
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condition in a preliminary permit, li-
cense, or exemption issued for a hydro-
power project, or in response to the re-
quirements of an order of the Commis-
sion or presiding officer’s initial deci-
sion concerning a hydropower project; 

(7) Requests by applicants to with-
draw, pursuant to § 385.216 of this chap-
ter, any pleadings under part I of the 
Federal Power Act and any pleadings 
related to exemptions from all or part 
of part I of the Federal Power Act; 

(8) Requests by licensees for exemp-
tion from: 

(i) The requirement of filing FERC 
Form No. 80, Licensed Projects Recre-
ation, under § 8.11 of this chapter; and 

(ii) The fees prescribed in § 381.302(a) 
of this chapter in accordance with 
§ 381.302(c) of this chapter and the fees 
in § 381.601 of this chapter, in accord-
ance with § 381.106 of this chapter; 

(9) Requests for waivers incidental to 
the exercise of delegated authority pro-
vided the request conforms to the re-
quirements of § 385.2001 of this chapter; 

(10) Proposals for the development of 
water resources projects submitted by 
other agencies of the Federal govern-
ment for Commission review or com-
ment. The Director shall direct com-
ments, when necessary, to the spon-
soring agency on matters including, 
but not limited to, the need for, and 
appropriate size of, any hydroelectric 
power installation proposed by any 
other agency of the Federal govern-
ment; 

(11) The reasonableness of disputed 
agency cost statements pursuant to 
§ 4.303(e) of this chapter. 

(d) Issue an order pursuant to section 
5 of the Federal Power Act to cancel a 
preliminary permit if the permittee 
fails to comply with the specific terms 
and conditions of the permit; provided: 

(1) The Director gives notice to the 
permittee of probable cancellation no 
less than 30 days prior to the issuance 
of the cancellation order, and 

(2) The permittee does not oppose the 
issuance of the cancellation order. 

(e) Issue an order to revoke an ex-
emption of a small conduit hydro-
electric facility from the licensing pro-
visions of part I of the Federal Power 
Act granted pursuant to § 4.93 of this 
chapter, or an exemption of a small hy-
droelectric power project from the li-

censing provisions of part I of the Fed-
eral Power Act granted pursuant to 
§ 4.105 of this chapter if the exemption 
holder fails to begin or complete actual 
construction of the exempted facility 
or project within the time specified in 
the order granting the exemption or in 
Commission regulations at § 4.94(c) or 
§ 4.106(c) of this chapter, provided: 

(1) The Director gives notice to the 
exemption holder by certified mail of 
probable revocation no less than 30 
days prior to the issuance of the rev-
ocation order, and 

(2) The holder of the exemption does 
not oppose the issuance of the revoca-
tion order. 

(f) Issue an order pursuant to section 
13 of the Federal Power Act to termi-
nate a license granted under part I of 
the Federal Power Act if the licensee 
fails to commence actual construction 
of the project works within the time 
prescribed in the license, provided: 

(1) The Director gives notice by cer-
tified mail to the licensee of probable 
termination no less than 30 days prior 
to the issuance of the termination 
order, and 

(2) The licensee does not oppose the 
issuance of the termination order. 

(g) Require licensees and applicants 
for water power projects to make re-
pairs to project works, take any re-
lated actions for the purpose of main-
taining the safety and adequacy of 
such works, make or modify emergency 
action plans, have inspections by inde-
pendent consultants, and perform other 
actions necessary to comply with part 
12 of this chapter or otherwise protect 
human life, health, property, or the en-
vironment. 

(h) For any unlicensed or 
unexempted hydropower project, take 
the following actions: 

(1) Conduct investigations to ascer-
tain the Commission’s jurisdiction, 

(2) Make preliminary jurisdictional 
determinations, and 

(3) If a project has been preliminarily 
determined to require a license, issue 
notification of the Commission’s juris-
diction; require the filing of a license 
application; and require that actions 
necessary to comply with part 12 of 
this chapter or otherwise protect 
human life, health, property, or the en-
vironment are taken. 
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(i) Take appropriate action on 
uncontested settlements among non- 
Federal parties involving headwater 
benefits. 

(j) Dismiss applications for licenses 
and approve the withdrawal of applica-
tions for hydropower project licenses, 
in instances where no petition for or 
notice of intervention contending that 
licensing is required under part I of the 
Federal Power Act has been filed and 
the Director determines that licensing 
is not required by such Part I. 

(k) Reject or dismiss an application 
filed under Part I of the Federal Power 
Act or an application for an exemption 
from some or all of the requirements of 
Part I of the Federal Power Act if: 

(1) An application is patently defi-
cient under § 4.32(e)(2)(i); 

(2) A revised application 
(i) Does not conform to the require-

ments of §§ 4.32(a), 4.32(b), or 4.38, under 
§ 4.32(d)(1) or 

(ii) If revisions to an application are 
not timely submitted under 
§ 4.32(e)(1)(iii); or 

(3) The applicant fails to provide 
timely additional information, docu-
ments, or copies of submitted mate-
rials under § 4.32(g). 

(l) Redesignate proceedings, licenses, 
and other authorizations and filings to 
reflect changes in the names of persons 
and municipalities subject to or invok-
ing Commission jurisdiction under the 
Federal Power Act, where no sub-
stantive changes in ownership, cor-
porate structure or domicile, or juris-
dictional operation are involved. 

(m) Determine payments for head-
water benefits from the operation of 
Federal reservoir projects. 

(n) Determine whether to allow a 
credit against annual charges for the 
use of government dams or other struc-
tures billed to licensees each year for 
contractual payments for the construc-
tion, operation, and maintenance of a 
Federal dam. 

(o) Prepare and issue comments on 
general water policy and planning 
issues for the use of the Director of the 
Water Resources Council or the Assist-
ant Secretaries of the Department of 
Energy. 

(p) Prepare and transmit letters con-
cerning power site lands to the Bureau 
of Land Management and the U.S. Geo-

logical Survey; respond to routine re-
quests for information and any non- 
docketed correspondence; prepare and 
transmit letters requesting comments 
or additional information on applica-
tions for hydropower project licenses, 
preliminary permits, exemptions, 
amendments of licenses, permits, or ex-
emptions, and other similar matters 
from Federal, state, and local agencies, 
from applicants, and from other appro-
priate persons; and prepare and trans-
mit letters regarding whether trans-
mission lines are works of a hydro-
power project and are required to be li-
censed. 

(q) Reject an application or other fil-
ing under Section 405 of the Public 
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, 
unless accompanied by a request for 
waiver in conformity with § 385.2001 of 
this chapter, if it fails patently to com-
ply with applicable statutory require-
ments or Commission rules, regula-
tions, and orders. 

(r) Pass upon petitions filed under 
§§ 292.210 and 292.211 of this chapter. 

(s) Make any preliminary determina-
tion of inconsistency between a fish 
and wildlife agency’s fish and wildlife 
recommendation and applicable law, 
and conduct through staff whatever 
consultation with the agency that is 
necessary or appropriate in order to at-
tempt to resolve any inconsistency, 
under section 10(j) of the Federal 
Power Act, and to take such related ac-
tions as are required under that sec-
tion. 

(t) Waive the pre-filing consultation 
requirements in §§ 4.38 and 16.8 of this 
title whenever the Director, in his dis-
cretion, determines that an emergency 
so requires, or that the potential ben-
efit of expeditiously considering a pro-
posed improvement in safety, environ-
mental protection, efficiency, or capac-
ity outweighs the potential benefit of 
requiring completion of the consulta-
tion process prior to the filing of an ap-
plication. 

(u) Approve, on a case-specific basis, 
and issue such orders as may be nec-
essary in connection with the use of al-
ternative procedures, under § 4.34(i) of 
this chapter, for the development of an 
application for an original, new or sub-
sequent license, exemption, or license 
amendment subject to the pre-filing 
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consultation process, and assist in the 
pre-filing consultation and related 
processes. 

(v) Take appropriate action on the 
following types of uncontested applica-
tions for authorizations and 
uncontested amendments to applica-
tions and authorizations and impose 
appropriate conditions: 

(1) Applications or amendments re-
questing authorization for the con-
struction or acquisition and operation 
of facilities that have a construction or 
acquisition cost less than the limits 
specified in column 2 of table I in 
§ 157.208(d) of this chapter; 

(2) Applications by a pipeline for the 
abandonment of pipeline facilities; 

(3) Applications for temporary cer-
tificates for facilities pursuant to 
§ 157.17 of this chapter; 

(4) Petitions to amend certificates to 
conform to actual construction; 

(5) Applications for temporary cer-
tificates for facilities pursuant to 
§ 157.17 of this chapter; 

(6) Dismiss any protest to prior no-
tice filings made pursuant to § 157.205 of 
this chapter and involving pipeline fa-
cilities that does not raise a sub-
stantive issue and fails to provide any 
specific detailed reason or rationale for 
the objection; 

(7) Applications for temporary or per-
manent certificates (and for amend-
ments thereto) for the transportation, 
exchange or storage of natural gas, 
provided that the cost of construction 
of the applicant’s related facility is 
less than the limits specified in column 
2 of table 1 in § 157.208(d) of this chap-
ter; and 

(8) Applications for blanket certifi-
cates of public convenience and neces-
sity pursuant to subpart F of part 157 
of this chapter, including waiver of 
project cost limitations in §§ 157.208 and 
157.215 of this chapter, and the con-
vening of informal conferences during 
the 30-day reconciliation period pursu-
ant to the procedures in § 157.205(f). 

(w) Take appropriate action on the 
following: 

(1) Any notice of intervention or peti-
tion to intervene, filed in an 
uncontested application for pipeline fa-
cilities; 

(2) An uncontested request from one 
holding an authorization, granted pur-

suant to the Director’s delegated au-
thority, to vacate all or part of such 
authorization; 

(3) Petitions to permit after an ini-
tial 60-day period one additional 60-day 
period of exemption pursuant to 
§ 284.264(b) of this chapter where the ap-
plication or extension arrives at the 
Commission later than 45 days after 
the commencement of the initial pe-
riod of exemption when the emergency 
requires installation of facilities; 

(4) Applications for extensions of 
time to file required reports, data, and 
information and to perform other acts 
required at or within a specific time by 
any rule, regulation, license, permit, 
certificate, or order by the Commis-
sion; and 

(5) Requests for waiver of the land-
owner notification requirements in 
§ 157.203(d) of this chapter. 

(x) Undertake the following actions: 
(1) Compute, for each calendar year, 

the project limits specified in table I of 
§ 157.208 and table II of § 157.215(a) of 
this chapter, adjusted for inflation, and 
publish such limits as soon as possible 
thereafter in the FEDERAL REGISTER; 

(2) Issue reports for public informa-
tion purposes. Any report issued with-
out Commission approval must: 

(i) Be of a noncontroversial nature, 
and 

(ii) Contain the statement, ‘‘This re-
port does not necessarily reflect the 
view of the Commission,’’ in bold face 
type on the cover; 

(3) Issue and sign deficiency letters 
regarding natural gas applications; 

(4) Accept for filing, data and reports 
required by Commission orders, or pre-
siding officers’ initial decisions upon 
which the Commission has taken no 
further action, if such filings are in 
compliance with such orders or deci-
sions and, when appropriate, notify the 
filing party of such acceptance; 

(5) Reject requests which patently 
fail to comply with the provisions of 
157.205(b) of this chapter; 

(6) Take appropriate action on re-
quests or petitions for waivers of any 
action incidental to the exercise of del-
egated authority, including waiver of 
notice as provided in section 4(d) of the 
Natural Gas Act, provided the request 
conforms to the requirements of 
§ 385.2001 of this chapter; and 
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(7) Take whatever steps are necessary 
to ensure the protection of all environ-
mental resources during the construc-
tion or operation of natural gas facili-
ties, including authority to design and 
implement additional or alternative 
measures and stop work authority. 

(y) Take appropriate action on the 
following: 

(1) Any action incidental to the exer-
cise of delegated authority, including 
waiver of notice as provided in section 
4(d) of the Natural Gas Act, provided 
the request conforms to the require-
ments of § 385.2001 of this chapter; and 

(2) Requests or petitions for waivers 
of filing requirements for statements 
and reports under §§ 260.8 and 260.9 of 
this chapter. 

(z) Approve, on a case-specific basis, 
and make such decisions and issue 
guidance as may be necessary in con-
nection with the use of the pre-filing 
procedures in § 157.21, ‘‘ Pre-filing pro-
cedures and review process for LNG 
terminal facilities and other natural 
gas facilities prior to filing of applica-
tions.’’ 

(aa) Take the following actions to 
implement part 5 of this chapter on or 
after October 23, 2003: 

(1) Act on requests for approval to 
use the application procedures of parts 
4 or 16, pursuant to § 5.3 of this chapter; 

(2) Approve a potential license appli-
cant’s proposed study plan with appro-
priate modifications pursuant to § 5.13 
of this chapter; 

(3) Resolve formal study disputes 
pursuant to § 5.14 of this chapter; and 

(4) Resolve disagreements brought 
pursuant to § 5.15 of this chapter. 

(bb) Establish a schedule for each 
Federal agency or officer, or State 
agency or officer acting pursuant to 
delegated Federal authority, to issue 
or deny Federal authorizations re-
quired for natural gas projects subject 
to section 3 or 7 of the Natural Gas 
Act. 

[Order 492, 53 FR 16065, May 5, 1988] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 375.308, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 375.309 Delegations to the General 
Counsel. 

The Commission authorizes the Gen-
eral Counsel or the General Counsel’s 
designee to: 

(a) Designate officers empowered to 
administer oaths and affirmations, sub-
poena witnesses, compel their attend-
ance and testimony, take evidence, 
compel the filing of special reports and 
interrogatories, gather information, 
and require the production of any 
books, papers, correspondence, memo-
randa, contracts, agreements, or other 
records, in the course of formal inves-
tigations conducted by the Office of the 
General Counsel to the extent the Com-
mission’s order of investigation ex-
pressly provides for the exercise of 
such investigative powers. 

(b) Grant or deny requests of persons 
pursuant to § 1b.12 of this chapter to 
procure copies of the transcripts of 
their testimony taken during non-pub-
lic investigations conducted by the Of-
fice of the General Counsel. 

(c) Terminate any informal non-pub-
lic investigation conducted by the Of-
fice of the General Counsel. 

(d) Terminate the authority of offi-
cers to administer oaths and affirma-
tions, subpoena witnesses, compel their 
attendance and testimony, take evi-
dence, compel the filing of special re-
ports and interrogatories, gather infor-
mation, and require the production of 
any books, papers, correspondence, 
memoranda, contracts, agreements or 
other records in the course of formal 
investigations conducted by the Office 
of the General Counsel. 

(e) Designate presiding officers for 
proceedings under § 385.1110, who will 
have all the authorities and duties 
vested in presiding officers by that sec-
tion and other applicable rules in con-
ducting proceedings pursuant to sec-
tion 502(c) of the Natural Gas Policy 
Act of 1978, 15 U.S.C. 3301–3432 (1982). 

(f) Deny or grant, in whole or in part, 
petitions for waivers of fees prescribed 
in § 381.305 of this chapter in accord-
ance with § 381.106 of this chapter. 

(g) Grant uncontested applications 
for exempt wholesale generator status 
that do not involve unusual or inter-
pretation issues; to act on uncontested 
motions to withdraw such applications; 
and to act on uncontested amendments 
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